
Two students elected to hold TSA state officer positions 
Cesia Flores, a rising junior at South Texas Business, Education 
& Technology Academy (BETA) in Edinburg and Andoni Bar-
rica, a rising senior at The Science Academy of South Texas (Sci 
Tech) in Edinburg, were elected to hold state officer positions 
for the Technology Student Association (TSA) on April 11 at 
the annual Texas TSA Conference in Waco.  

Six officers are elected into office to represent their state chap-
ter.  The officer positions include: president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer, reporter and sergeant-at-arms.  Flores was 
elected to hold the position of  vice-president, while Barrica 
was elected to serve as the reporter for the Texas TSA office.  

Students interested in running for a leadership position were 
required to submit an application including academic and 
extracurricular information, along with evaluations and recom-
mendations from a school administrator, a local TSA chapter 
advisor and a community business leader, in preparation for 
the campaign process. 

Leading up to the event, chapter advisors across the state 
selected two delegates from each chapter to vote on behalf  of  
their groups for the 2015-16 officers.

Campaigning and voting took place during the state conference. 
Part of  the campaigning included a “Meet the Candidates” 
forum, a special two-hour session which voting delegates at-
tended, in which  TSA members were free to ask questions on 

a candidate’s platform. 

“The opportunity to represent the district on a state level for TSA 
means that I get to embody the ambitions of  all the students, at 
both South Texas ISD and in the Rio Grande Valley, who hope 
to eventually pursue careers in STEM,” said Barrica. 

Flores, Barrica and TSA students within the district will travel 
to the National TSA Conference June 28-July 2 in Dallas to 
compete with their peers in their qualified STEM events.  This 
will be the first conference in which Flores and Barrica will of-
ficially have the opportunity to not only compete, but represent 
the district and their Texas chapter as newly-elected officers.  

“I am highly honored and excited to be able to serve our TSA 
membership, and I look forward to fulfilling my duties as vice-
president,” said Flores.  

Left to right: Cesia Flores of  Mission and Andoni Barrica of  Harlingen

Irma Castillo hired as new principal of Science Academy   

Pictured: Irma Castillo, newly-hired principal at Sci Tech 

The STISD Board of  Directors approved the hiring of  Irma 
Castillo as the principal for The Science Academy of  South 
Texas (Sci Tech) beginning with the 2015-16 school year.  

Castillo has 19 years of  cumulative experience as an administra-
tor and teacher in high school education.  She holds a Masters 
in Secondary Education and is currently pursuing her Doctor-
ate in Education from The University of  Texas-Pan American, 
soon-to-be the University of  Texas Rio Grande Valley. 

A 1992 graduate of  Med High, Castillo will be the first STISD 
alumnus to take on the role of  principal within one of  the cam-
puses in the district. She will also be the first female principal 
at Sci Tech.

During her teaching tenure, she received the ‘Teacher of  the 
Year’ award.  She is also a member of  the Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society and the National Scholars Honor Society. 


